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Students
returning to 12
existing public
schools in
Orange County
on August 20,
2007, will notice
some major
improvements.

Significant
renovations and
additions have
been completed
at Bonneville,
Sadler and
Windermere
elementary
schools;
Jackson and
Liberty middle
schools and the
Colonial Ninth
Grade Center.
There also have
been a number
of additions
made to the
following
schools:
Apopka,
Chickasaw and
Riverside
elementary
schools and

Olympia High
School.

Improvements at
schools ranged
from new
classroom
building
additions to
complex building
renovations to
provide an
overall 'face lift'
to the school
campus.

The Columbia
Elementary
replacement
school is
scheduled to
open when the
new school year
begins. In March
of this year
Catalina
Elementary
replacement
opened its doors
and the Conway
Elementary
replacement
school is
scheduled to
open in

December 2007.

The cost to
make the
improvements,
approximately
$200 million,
was paid from
sales taxes,
Certificates of
Participation,
School
Infrastructure
Thrift “SIT”
awards and
Classrooms for
Kids state
allocations. The
improvements to
these schools
are part of a
multi-million,
multi-year
program to
upgrade existing
facilities in
Orange County
Public Schools,
the 11 largest
school district in
the nation.

“We are
rebuilding and
renovating many

of our older
facilities to
provide all
students with
safe and healthy
places to enjoy
the journey of
learning,” said
Superintendent
Ronald Blocker.
“Our
comprehensive
program is a
great way to
rekindle the
passion for
education in our
school
communities.”

“We have done
our homework on
these projects so
we can do more
for less,” said
Chief Facilities
Officer Bob
Proie. “Our goal
is to build quality
classrooms,
where and when
needed.”
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